
FACTSHEET:
HAITI TOWARDS TRANSITION

Haiti has made remarkable progress to recover from the multiple shocks suffered in the 
last few years: 89% of the displaced population from the 2010 earthquake have left the 
camps; the number of cholera cases has been reduced by 50 percent from 2012 to 2013 
and severe food insecurity has been brought down from 1.5 million affected people in 
early 2013 to 600,000 in October 2013. Also, national capacities to better prepare and 
respond to future emergencies have been further strengthened. Such progress was only 
possible thanks to concerted national and international efforts. 

Humanitarian aCtiOn 

Key faCts and figures  
PREPARATION ET REPONSE

In 2013, 1 national and 10 departmental contingency plans 
for the cyclone season were developed by the Directorate of 
Civil Protection (DPC).  

1 national simulation exercise carried out by the DPC, in which 
all the relevant international partners participated. 3 exercises 
in the Departments of Nippes, South and South East. 9 new 
Departmental Emergency Operations Centres established.

Preparedness activities in 223 camps with pre-identified focal 
points able to provide minimal preparation and response.

In preparation for the landfall of Tropical Storm Chantal in July 
2013, 154 camps were reached with last-minute sensitization 
messages for more than 40,000 families.

In 2013, the DPC also further reinforced its capacity to address 
concerns related to protection, child protection and gender-
based violence (GBV) as part of its emergency preparedness 
and response plans and activities. 

In August 2013, the DPC national focal point on protection 
participated in the preparation and conduct of the national 
emergency simulation exercise. For the first time, protection 

concerns were reported by the field to the national level and 
addressed.

Non-food items (NFI) contingency stocks pre-positionned in 
more than 20 communes (out of 140) across the country to 
cover the needs of 50,000 families in case of emergency. 

The situation in 2013 has significantly improved. The estima-
ted number of severely food insecure people has dropped to 
600,000 people and the total number of food insecure to 3 
million people from the 6.7 million people last year. 

A well-coordinated response to food insecurity by the Govern-
ment of Haiti and the international community is one of the 
factors that can explain this positive trend; in addition to a good 
harvest in spring 2013, a reduction of the Consumer Price Index 
of locally produced food and an 11% increase in remittances 
from abroad.

439 health workers trained in the management of severe 
acute malnutrition.

FOOD INSECURITY AND SEVERE ACUTE MALNUTRITION



CHallenges and 
perspeCtives 
Critical needs and acute vulnerabilities remain across the 
country requiring life and livelihood-saving interventions. 
An estimated 145,000 people remain displaced in camps 
at the end of 2013. Despite a significant decrease in the 
overall number of cholera-related deaths, Haiti still hosts half 
of the world’s suspected cholera cases. While recognizing 
improvements in the food security situation, the prevalence 
of Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) among children below 
5 years has increased from 5.1% (EMMUS) in 2012 to 6.5% 
in 2013. 100,000 children under 5 are affected by GAM, of 
which 20,000 are affected by Severe Acute Malnutrition 
(SAM).

The decline in humanitarian funding puts the important 
gains achieved to date at risk. In 2013, less than 50% of 
the critical humanitarian requirements identified were 
funded. This decrease in funding has also led to a gradual 
withdrawal of humanitarian actors registered by the Office 
of the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. 

Their number continued to decrease from 515 in 2010 
to 177 in 2013. In certain sectors, the resulting capacity 
gap is felt, particularly with regard to human and financial 
resources to ensure basic services.

The Haiti Humanitarian Action Plan (HAP) 2014, which 
requests 168 million USD, aims to ensure that remaining 
critical humanitarian needs of displaced populations, 
people affected by cholera and by food insecurity and 
malnutrition are responded to and minimized. It also 
seeks to strengthen national capacities to coordinate 
and respond to actual and future humanitarian needs in 
case of a crisis. Half of the requirements are intended to 
seek solutions and provide basic services for 100% of the 
remaining IDPs in camps. A further 40 million is required for 
health and WASH needs related to the cholera epidemic. 

As funding for humanitarian assistance declines, the 
humanitarian community recognizes the importance of 
engaging with longer-term development actors to ensure 
that critical humanitarian needs are addressed at the same 
time that actions continue to be undertaken to address 
structural challenges. 

  (1) Source: Cluster CCCM & Shelter. 
  (2) See fact sheet on cholera. 

HAITI:   Humanitarian Dashboard (as of 12 December 2013)

SITUATION OVERVIEW PEOPLE IN NEED

2. Cholera : Haiti continues to host the largest cholera epidemic 
in the western hemisphere. 56,174 suspected cases of cholera and 
537 deaths were reported from January to November 2013 and a 
further 45,000 are expected for the year 2014. Despite progress 
made, average fatality rates remain at 1.2%, Four departments have 
been identified as the worse affected areas. (Source: MSPP - December 2013).

1. CCCM: An estimated 172,000 people remain internally displaced 
in Haiti in 306 camps almost four years after the 2010 earthquake. 
Basic services in camps have declined faster than the pace of return 
or relocation of the displaced. 16,377 displaced families living in 52 
camps are considered at high risk of forced evictions. 79,173 people 
are living in 67 camps considered to be at particularly high risk of 
flooding, with an additional 30 camps at additional environmental 
risks. (Sources: DTM - September 2013).

3. Food Security, 600,000 Haitians continue to live in severe food 
insecurity. 13 communes in the country remain in a food crisis situa-
tion and 106 communes in ‘food stress’. The prevalence of Global 
Acute Malnutrition (GAM) amongst children under 5 has increased 
from 5.1% in 2012 to 6.5% in 2013. 100,000 children under 5 are 
affected by MAG, of whom 20,000 with Severe Acute Malnutrition 
(SAM). 

1. CCCM 2. Cholera

145,000
Targeted IDPs

45,000 
Potential victims
of cholera

45,000 
Planned targeted 
victims of cholera

4. Preparedness and response to emergencies, Haiti ranks as one 
of the countries with the highest exposure and vulnerability to 
multiple hazards including hurricanes, floods, earthquakes, landslides 
and droughts. Although no major hurricane hit the country this year, 
an estimated 5,500 people were affected by floods and heavy rains in 
2013. 60 communes are the most vulnerable according to the 
national contingency plan.

172,000 
Internally 
displaced

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 2014

 

Strategic outcomes: 

1. The immediate shelter, water, sanitation, nutrition, education, health and 
    protection needs of camp-based IDPs are met and durable solutions for 
    145,000 IDPs are promoted.

2. Cholera fatality rates are maintained below 1% through rapid responses 
    to cholera alerts, prevention and case management.  

3. The lives and livelihoods of 206,000 extreme and severely food-insecure 
    people are protected and 70,000 children under five affected by acute 
    malnutrition are rehabilitated. 

4. Minimum preparedness measures and response capacities are in place 
    to meet the needs of at least 100,000 people in case of a crisis.

Strategic goal: Critical humanitarian needs of displaced populations, people 
affected by cholera and by food insecurity and malnutrition are addressed; 
national capacities to prevent, coordinate and respond to actual needs as 
well as mitigate the effects of future humanitarian crisis are strengthened. 

Priority interventions: 

1. Provision of basic services (including shelter, WASH, Health, nutrition 
    and protection) in camps and facilitation of durable solutions for IDPs.
 

2. Health and WASH mobile teams to provide rapid response to cholera 
    alerts and prevention efforts.
 

3. Expansion of food security safety nets and support to agricultural 
    production.

4. Preventive measures and timely quality care of malnutrition for children, 
    pregnant and lactating mothers, to strengthen nutrition resilience.

5. Increase the capacity of national partners to prevent, prepare and 
    respond to the impact of disasters. Preposition appropriate stocks (NFIs, 
    food, health) to respond to the needs of at least 100,000 people 
    potentially affected by a disaster.

REQUIREMENTS BY SECTOR (million $)
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Minimum core humanitarian
requirements

Humanitarian plus 
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CCCM/Shelter 78.0 129.0
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Based on the four priority areas 
of the priority sectors: Cholera, 
Food Security, Nutrition, 
IDPs

HUMANITARIAN PRIORITY AREAS IN HAITI

Priority Level

Medium
High

Low

Very low

Criteria

Crisis
Stress
Minimal 1 - 500 

501 - 1,500 
>1,500  

0.02% - 0.1%
1.0% - 3.2%

5% - 9%
3% - 4%

> 3.3%

Food Security Nutrition
(IPC classification) (GAM prevalence)

Cholera
(Number of cases) (per cent of popula-

tion)

IDPs

Medium
High

Low

OUEST

SUD

CENTRE

ARTIBONITE

NORD

SUD EST

NIPPES

NORD EST

NORD OUEST

GRANDE ANSE

OUEST

NORD OUEST

Port-au-Prince

Cayes
Jacmel

Hinche

Jérémie

Gonaives

Miragoane

Cap-Haitien

Fort-Liberté

Port-de-Paix

22,939,000

14,994,400

39,976,000

86,772,000

Sources: DTM (September 2013) Sources: MSPP/WHO-PAHO (November 2013)

3. Nutrition

70,000
Targeted children

100,000 
Under 5 malnou-
rished children 

Sources: UNICEF (November 2013)

5. Emergency preparedness 
       and response

100,000 
Planned targeted 
victims of disaster
Sources: National Contingency Plan (2013)

600,000 
Potential victims
of disaster

4. Food Security

600,000 
Severely food 
insecure

206,000
Targeted severely 
food insecure

Source: CNSA (August 2013)

Sources: CCCM, CNSA, PAHO, MSPP, UNICEF (05 November 2013)

168,974,256


